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Urszula Chowaniec (University of Tampere/The Andrzej Frycz Modrzewski
Krakow University) is a researcher at the department of Russian Language and
Culture, University of Tampere in Finland. She also teaches literary theory at the
Andrzej Frycz Modrzewski Krakow and in the Department of Interdisciplinary
Gender Studies at the Jagiellonian University. Main areas of her research are: the
metaphors of illness in contemporary women’s writing, comparative studies in Polish
and Russian women’s writing, and metaphor in translation studies. She gained her
PhD in literary studies at the Jagiellonian University in 2004 and is the author of /n
Search of Woman: On the Early Novels of Irena Krzywicka (2007) as well as a co-
editor of Masquerade and Femininity. Essay in Polish and Russian Women Writers

(2008) and many articles and essays.

Kirsi Kurkijéarvi (University of Tampere, Russian Language and Culture) is a PhD
student and researcher at the University of Tampere, Finland. Main areas of her
research are war literature, women’s writing, gender and memory studies. She is
currently involved in the international project on Polish and Russian women's
writing—Polish and Russian Women's Writing in Transformation: Generation,
National Identity and the Body (PURU), based at the University of Tampere, School
of Modern Languages and Translation Studies. Her publications include “Gendered
War: Mothers and Widows in Irina Grekova’s Novel The Ship of Widows” in
Masquerade and Femininity (2008) and “Dialogues with War in Remembrance Day
by Natalia Baranskaia” in Recalling the Past—(Re)constructing the Past. Collective
and Individual Memory of the World War Il in Russia and Germany (2008).
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Ursula Phillips (University College London) is Honorary Research Fellow at the
School of Slavonic and East European Studies, University College London. She is
co-editor of Gender and Sexuality in Ethical Context: Ten Essays on Polish Prose
(2005) and co-author of Polish Women Writers from the Middle Ages to the Present
Day (2000). She is a contributor to and joint editor of Masquerade and Femininity.
Essays on Russian and Polish Women Writers (2008). Her book, Narcyza
Zmichowska: Feminizm i religia based on her PhD dissertation on Narcyza
Zmichowska was published in Poland in 2008 (Fragments of this book in English are
available  on: http://womenswriting.fi/files/2009/05/chapter-of-ursula-phillips-

book.pdf.

Marja Rytkonen (University of Tampere) is a post-doctoral researcher and director
of the project on Polish and Russian Women’s Literature (PURU) based at the
University of Tampere, Department of Russian Language and Culture. Her Ph.D.
dissertation discussed Russian women’s autobiographical texts of the 1990s. She is
currently researching contemporary Russian women writers and the construction of
memory and generation in their texts. Her publications include About the Self and
Time: On Autobiographical Texts by E. Gershtein, T. Petkevich, E. Bonner, M.
Plisetskaja and M. Arbatova (2004). She is a contributor to and joint editor of Real
Stories, Imagined Realities: Fictionality and Non-fictionality in Literary Constructs
and Historical Contexts (Tampere, 2007) and of Masquerade and Femininity. Essays
on Russian and Polish Women Writers (2008).

Asia Zgadzaj (Independent Scholar) is a postgraduate student who is currently
working on her PhD thesis on contemporary Nigerian and Zimbabwean fiction. Asia
is a member of the Postcolonial Studies Association where she is one of the
executive members and of the British Comparative Literature Association. Her
research interests include feminist and postcolonial comparative literature, identity

and womanhood in 20"- and 21%-century women’s writing, postcolonial theory and
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translation. She teaches English-Polish practical translation at Imperial College
London. Asia is currently co-editing a book on new directions in postcolonial

studies.
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